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Reading Comprehension Test for 10th Form Students

In this section you are going to read a few short passages. Each passage is followed by a set of multiple-choice questions. Choose the option (A, B, C or D), which you believe best corresponds to what you have read and mark the corresponding letter on your answer sheet.

Text One (Questions 1-6)

Graduate spends £500 on getting a job

Like lots of young people these days, 24-year-old Adam Pacitti left education and was unemployed. At first, he tried the usual ways of finding work. He searched through newspaper adverts and registered with job agencies. He estimates that he sent off around 200 CVs and applied for hundreds of jobs. Adam’s qualifications were good, with a degree in media studies from the University of Westminster, but he faced the same dismal prospect as lots of graduates: there weren’t enough vacancies for the hundreds of applicants.

After months and months looking for a job, Adam had an innovative idea. He decided to pay for a billboard in London with the message: ‘I spent my last £500 on this billboard, please give me a job.’ The billboard included a three-metre-high picture of Adam and a link to his website, employadam.com.

Within 24 hours, nearly 10,000 people on Twitter were talking about the billboard and there were more than 1.5 million hits on his website, from all over the world. On the website, potential employers could watch Adam’s four-minute long video CV. He remembers: ‘I had thousands of emails and an unbelievable amount of interest.’

Adam’s skill at advertising himself had paid off. Within a few days, Adam had received over 100 job offers from companies. In the end, he took a job with the TV production company KEO. In his new position, one of Adam’s first projects is to make a TV series about helping jobseekers with innovative ways to get a job. Adam says, ‘I’m really looking forward to it. I’m working on so many projects, but this is the one that is most personal to me. I know how difficult finding a job is, so to be given the opportunity to help other people find employment is incredibly exciting’.

During the time of his billboard and website, Adam received lots of emails and support from ordinary people on the Internet as well as from people in business. They helped to make the story of his billboard go viral. ‘Without them, I’d still be looking for work.’ To show his gratitude, Adam spent his first wage packet on another billboard, reading: ‘I spent my first wage packet on this billboard. Thank you for helping me.’

1. When Adam graduated from his university, we understand that …
A his approach to finding a job was very different from that of other people.
B his approach to finding a job was the same as everyone else of his age used.
C he wanted to have a rest and didn’t look for a job at once.
D he was lucky and found a job almost immediately.
2. Adam had difficulties finding a job because …
A he wasn’t qualified enough.
B he needed  his skills to be upgraded.
C there was a lot of competition for posts.
D there weren’t any vacancies left.
3. The world dismal in the first paragraph suggests that the future for Adam and people like him looked …
A bright and cheerful.
B unpredictable.
C sad and gloomy.
D difficult and challenging.
4. On the same day that Adam put the billboard up …
A he got a new job.
B there was an immediate response online.
C he made a video CV for his website.
D he made a loan of £500 .
5. Adam is pleased to work on a new TV series because …
A it’s what he’s always wanted to do.
B now he can pay back the £500 for the billboard.
C there are lots of new opportunities.
D he thinks it will help people like him.
6. Adam thinks other ordinary people …
A should use billboards to find a job.
B were the reason for his success.
C spend a lot of time on the Internet.
D were surprised that he got the job.
Text Two (Questions 7-11)

From the time she was a small child, Alexis Ells remembers rescuing injured animals and bringing them home for care.


"Healing has always been innate to me," says Ells. "It's been a calling, a passion. I was one of those blessed people who always knew what they wanted to do."


By continuing to follow this innate passion, Ells is fulfilling her life's dream as the founder of the Equine Sanctuary, a non-profit organization that rescues, rehabilitates, and retrains injured performance horses that can no longer compete.


Ells says reaching her dream meant facing life's inevitable uncertainties and taking action now, not later.


"So many people are waiting for that perfect moment," she says. "But that right moment never shows up. We have to create that moment. Our destiny isn't about fate, it's about a choice."


Ells's life has been fraught with great challenges, including a serious illness and a car accident in 1988 that ended her competitive riding career and left her with a serious brain injury. But she believes her success is built on her attitude that being challenged in life is inevitable; being defeated is optional.


"I think it's about perception and perspective," she says. "If you give yourself the freedom to know that anything is possible, and you keep having faith, belief, and perseverance despite the odds, you will eventually arrive at the top of the mountain."

7. What is it that has always been characteristic of  Ells?

A Raising and retraining injured horses.
B Following her calling – healing.
C Fulfilling her dream.
D Taking risks.
8. “Innate” in the fourth sentence means…
A requiring thought.
B unnatural.
C instinctive.
D destructive.
9. Ells believes we should reach our destiny...



A by waiting for the perfect moment.



B by taking action when the moment is just right.



C by letting fate take its course.



D by making a choice and creating the moment.

10. What does Ellis believe her success is built upon?



A her attitude towards being challenged in life.


B her luck in challenging situations.


C her relationship with competitive riding.


D her series of misfortunes.
11. When Ellis speaks of arriving at “the top of the mountain,” she is speaking about...



A her hobby as a climber.



B her inability to challenge herself in high altitudes.



C reaching your destiny.



D overcoming your greatest fears.

Text Three (Questions 12-15) 

We’ve all heard it before: “Looks aren’t everything.” But somehow, the message is a little less convincing when it comes from the likes of Brad Pitt, who is not exactly lacking in the beauty department. Still, the guy who should be grateful for his ridiculously successful career said in a press conference at the Venice film festival that he’s sick of people placing importance on superficial stuff. Brad agreed with a character in Fight Club, one of his films, who comments on how people slave away at jobs they hate to buy stuff they don’t need. “I find this truly wrong and damaging,” said Mr. Million-Dollar-Salary himself. He went on to demonstrate his lack of vanity by laughing at rumours that he’d protested about having to cut his hair for the movie. “Hair’s hair. It grows,” he said. 
12.  In the author’s opinion ‘the likes of Brad Pitt’ are  

A   successful actors.
B   rich people.
C   grateful guys.
D   handsome men.  
13.   What does the author mean by ‘superficial stuff’?
A   Insignificant things.      

B   The things people need.   

C   Things which are vital.   

D   The  most expensive things. 
14.  How does Pitt best proves his lack of vanity?
A   By spending much money on charity.    

B   By buying a lot for his children.
C   By mocking the gossip about his hair.   

D   By refusing to cut his hair for the movie.
15.  Which of the following best describes the tone of the passage?
A   Concerned.
B   Ironical.    
C   Disinterested.  

D  Condemning. 
Text Four (Questions 16-20)

 Curling is a great winter game. Played on ice, without skates, it is enjoyed more and more in dozens of countries around the world. The only equipment you need to bring for a typical game is gym shoes, a sweater and yourself. 
The game is played by two teams, each with four members. It is played on a regulation sheet of ice with circular stones and brooms. Each team member throws two stones, toward a target across the ice. As the stone slides down the ice, the members of that team often sweep in front of it, trying to get the stone to end up where the team captain would like it to stop. The game continues until each team member on each team has thrown his or her stones. The team with the stones closest to the centre of the target wins the points. A typical game lasts about two hours.
At the end of the game both teams shake hands and sit down for the fine curling tradition called Stacking the Brooms. Stacking the Brooms begins with the winning team buying the losing team a drink and continues with the losing team returning the favour. All the while fun and friendly conversation builds the friendship within and between teams.

Curling can be played by children as young as ten years and by men and women into their eighties. It provides moderate and beneficial exercise to all. 
16.  Curling is played on … 
A     an ice rink.  

B     an ice slope. 
C     an ice ground.   
D     an ice strip.   
17.  The game … 
A  has the time limit of two hours.      

B  ends when the stone hits the target.      

C  goes on till all the stones are thrown.       

D  lasts till the team captains throw their stones.
18. Stacking the Brooms is …
A  an official closing ceremony. 
B  a ritual party after the game.  
C  a ridiculous custom several centuries old.       

D  an exchange of  the brooms after the game. 
19. The aim of  Stacking the Brooms is to maintain friendly contacts between …
A  the players of each team.

B  all the players of both teams. 
C  the teams and their fans.

D the captains of the teams.

20.  According to the passage, curling players could be of different age because …
A  curling does not demand great physical efforts.        

B  rules of curling make it a very simple game.     

C  stones in curling are not too heavy.       

D a curling game does not require too much time.  
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